DISAPPEARANCE   OF   A   WELL                237
deep. We attempted to clear it out, but as we found only old
bottles (there were hundreds of empty bottles in the cellars) and
broken china in the 'well/ and as we had no means of removing
the water, we abandoned our task after warning our friends to
be careful where they walked. The Rev. G. Eric Smith, who
was then the Rector of Borley, told me that he understood that
the tank-like trough (the 'well-tank3 of the wall messages)
marked the site of an ancient filled-in well.
THE MISSING WELL
In The Most Haunted House in England (pp. 19 and 20) I mention
the incident of my friend putting his foot through the hatch-cover*
I say: CA shallow well, properly in the courtyard, extends into
the portion of the cellar under the kitchen passage. It was
covered in with some boards, rotten and antique, and was
"discovered" by one of our observers literally putting his foot
in it, and nearly falling in.5
In the above passage it is obvious that, when writing it, I
was confusing the small round well (Plate XIV) with the 'well-
tank' at the foot of the cellar stairs. It was the 'well-tank' that
was under the kitchen passage: the round well was in that
narrow extension of the cellar (see Plan IV) that jutted out into
the courtyard.  And anyone descending the cellar stairs could
not possibly have walked across the round well, which was in a
different part of the cellar altogether, and was divided from the
cellar passage by a thick partition wall. My excuse for the con-
fusion about the two wells is that I was writing from my notes
(which I misread) ten years after the incident, and one hundred
and fifty miles from the Rectory, and without being able to
consult the cellar plan which Mr S. H. Glanville subsequently
made specially for the present monograph.   And now for the
mystery: when we came to search for the "well-tank5 in August
1943 it had completely disappeared!   But I will refer to this
later.  The only possible reason for making the 'well-tank* was
for catching the surface water, which sometimes flooded the
cellars.  As I have stated, they were so damp that frogs, newtss
and lizards thrived there.